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Preface 

Introduction 

Offord Cluny and Offord Darcy are two villages with some 556 dwellings (including three farms). For 

many years each village was the centre of its own parish but, as time progressed, amenities such as the 

school and the churches were combined to serve both communities and events, clubs and societies 

were all held jointly; in 2008 the two Parish Councils and both parishes were merged. 

Offord Cluny and Offord Darcy are located in the Great Ouse valley midway between Huntingdon and 

St Neots.  The river Great Ouse forms the western boundary of the Parish and, while providing an 

amenity for recreation and sport, it also dominates the area, especially in times of flood. The northern, 

eastern and southern areas of the Parish are given over to arable farm land.  The Great North Road 

(A1) is approximately two miles to the west of the village, the London/Edinburgh rail line is on the 

western boundary of the village with the nearest railway stations being Huntingdon or St Neots and 

the nearest airports are Luton or Stansted. 

Originally a farming community, the character of the village changed with the arrival of the railway, 

which offered employment alternatives and led to a growth in population; in later years a decline in 

residents occurred as people migrated from the countryside into towns. Post World War II the demand 

for houses was so great that development and expansion of the villages took place through the 

construction of council and private housing estates. Today, the few businesses in the village offer some 

employment but the majority of residents work elsewhere.  The Offords have a Church of England and 

Baptist church, a primary school, a shop, three garages, a hairdresser, two public houses, an IT 

company and a tree maintenance business. 

There have been settlements in the Offords for a very long time; both are mentioned in the Domesday 

Book and they may have been sites of human habitation since Saxon times.  άhŦŦƻǊŘέ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά¦ǇǇŜǊ CƻǊŘέ όŦǊƻƳ IǳƴǘƛƴƎŘƻƴύΤ /ƭǳƴȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

with the Abbeé de Cluny in the Burgundy region of France; and Darcy is believed to stem from the 

ά5ŀƴŜȅǎ ƻǊ 5ŀŎǳǎέ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мнth Century. 
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The Process 
Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллл ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ wǳǊŀƭ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊ άhǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ς ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

concept of Parish and Town Plans. The idea is to curtail the decline in rural communities by 

encouraging residents to help shape their future; the vehicle for this is the Parish Plan.  Plans have 

been created by villages across the country and, while statistics are interesting, the important part is 

the Action Plan (derived from the survey results), which serves as a mandate for the respective Parish 

Councils.  Parish Plans are living documents that need to be monitored and updated as time progresses 

to reflect the changing aspirations of the community.  The finished plan will be a way of directing 

investment from the Parish, District and County Councils and other agencies towards the communityΩǎ 

needs and priorities. 

The Parish Council had intended for some time that a Parish Plan would be developed to provide them 

with an insight to community aspirations; however, the project was not deemed viable until the two 

Parishes were combined.  The two Parish Councils came together in 2008 and this provided the 

catalyst to launch the project.  Although the Council instigated the process, the project was passed to 

local volunteers who would identify the issues and develop the recommended actions that form the 

core of the Plan. 

The process was initiated in July 2008 with a flyer being circulated announcing the intent to develop a 

Parish plan.  A good deal of research into the process was completed and in January 2009, a 

representative from ACRE gave a presentation to the Parish Council.  In February, a second flyer was 

distributed announcing a public meeting on 5 Mar 2009 to garner interest and to form a committee; 41 

people attended the public meeting and the committee (comprising  13 members) met on 5 May 2009.   

During the summer of 2009 much effort was expended on what the Plan should cover and in 

November three launches took place: one for the school, one for the senior citizens and one for the 

general populace.  The aim of the launches was to identify areas of concern that should be reflected in 

the questionnaire but, with the exception of the school and senior citizens, attendance was poor.  

However, a questionnaire was produced from the information available to the committee. 

During the winter of 2009, the questionnaire was designed and finalised but it was not until August 

2010 that the committee was ready to distribute it to all the residents of the Offords.  Completed 

questionnaires were returned during the period August 2010 to February2011, with collation and 

analysis of data as well as the compilation of the Plan taking place in parallel. 
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Timeline 
 

Apr 2008     Councils came together and Parish Plan project initiated. 

July 2008    Initial Flyer distributed. 

Jan 2009    ACRE briefing to the Parish Council. 

February 2009   Announcement of Public Meeting. 

March 2009    Public Meeting and Committee formed. 

April to November 2009 Development of plan and meetings to discuss content of 

questionnaire. 

November 2009   Public Meetings to assist with Questionnaire compilation. 

November 2009 to May 2010 Questionnaire design, compilation and testing. 

June  2010    Questionnaire distributed by committee and volunteers. 

July to December 2010  Questionnaires collected and data collated and analysed. 

September 2010 to    Report drafted. 
February 2011  

February  2011    Parish Council approves Action Plan. 

March  2011    Preparation of final report. 

April/May 2011    Distribution of Parish Plan. 
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Who Replied?  

The overall response to the Questionnaire was low 

with only 35% (196 households) completing it; this 

represents 454 respondents of whom 384 were 10 

years or older.   The returns that were received 

cover most areas of the village and represent a 

good cross section of the community; 60% were 

from Offord Darcy, 39 % from Offord Cluny and 1% 

from the outlying farms.  Encouragingly, a large 

number of returns came from younger and middle 

age people, who will be the beneficiaries of this 

Plan, should they continue to live in the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

A significant number of respondents (76%) had lived 

in the Offords for more than 6 years and a third of 

those had lived in the villages for more than 25 

years. 

 

 

 

Housing Suitability was the most popular reason for 

coming to the Offords followed closely by Work in 

the Area.  The Environment/Village Life was cited by 

67% of respondents as the attribute most valued by 

respondents, while 19% felt that the geographic 

location was important. 
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